STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 16,592

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner, an eight-year-old boy, appeals the decision
by the Departnment of PATH denying hi m coverage under Medicaid
for chiropractic treatnments for bedwetting. The issue is
whet her the petitioner has denonstrated a nedi cal need for such

treatments. The pertinent facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner was eligible for Medicaid at al
rel evant tines.

2. He has a history of bedwetting that has not responded
to other attenpts at treatnent.

3. In June 2000, the petitioner's parents took himto a
chiropractor and requested prior approval of Medicaid coverage
for this treatnent.

4. The petitioner's pediatrician did not oppose
chiropractic treatnment for this problem but he did not

prescribe or recomend it.
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5. The petitioner | ater became eligible for nedical
coverage for this treatnent through his parents' insurance
provi ded by their enployers. Thus, this case concerns a limted
period of chiropractic treatnents that the petitioner's parents
paid for out of pocket, for which they are seeking rei nbursenent
from Medi cai d.

6. The petitioner's parents maintain that the
chiropractic treatnments were sonmewhat hel pful for his
bedwetti ng, but they concede that the treatnents have not cured

it.?

CRDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
The Medicaid regul ations, at 8 M640, include the foll ow ng
provi si ons:
Services furnished by a licensed chiropractor certified to

nmeet the standards for participation in Medicare are
cover ed.

L' At the hearing in this matter, held on Cctober 5, 2000, the petitioner's
not her maintained that his chiropractic visits have been successful in
treating an unrelated problemthat they did not anticipate. The Departnent
and the hearing officer advised her that she could attenpt to seek Medicaid
approval on this basis, but that the petitioner's doctor would have to
initiate this request. It was also explained that such a request woul d
probably be denied as untinely, but that the petitioner could appeal any
subsequent negative deci sion.
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Coverage is limted to treatnment by neans of mani pul ation
of the spine to correct a subluxation of the spine.

* * *

Chiropractic services for recipients under the age of 12

require prior authorization fromthe Medical Review Unit,

Medi caid Division, Waterbury. dinical review data

pertinent to the need for treatnent nmust be submtted in

writing.

In this case, other than the chiropractor's request for
coverage, which noted that the petitioner had a subl uxation of
the spine, there is no credible evidence regarding the efficacy
of chiropractic treatnents for bedwetting. The Board has
specifically held that the nere presence of a subluxation, in
and of itself, does not establish a need for chiropractic
treatment. Fair Hearing No. 15,474. Absent a showi ng that the
petitioner's subluxation was (or is) causing a nedical problem
that can be alleviated through chiropractic treatnment, the
Department's deci si on denyi ng approval of Medicaid paynent for

that treatnment nust be uphel d.
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